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Permanent Court of International Justice, 1933 

Eastern Greenland Case 
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International Court of Justice, 1993 

Jan Mayen Case 
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Concerning the delimitation of the continental shelf in the area between Jan Mayen and Greenland 

Agreement of 18 December 1995 
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Centre for Borders Research, Durham University, 2008 

Outer continental shelf and possible claims  
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Constitutional status 

Colonial Status 

1953: Integration into the Realm (and the 
Constitution) 

1979: Home Rule Act 

1985: Exit from the EU 

2009: Self-Government Act 

 

Preamble: ”… the people of Greenland is a 
people pursuant to international law with 
right of self-determination …” 

Preparatory work: ”Unilateral 
termination of the Act by the Danish side 
would, according to international law, not 
be in accordance with the principles laid 
down in the preamble … nor with the 
people of Greenland’s right of self-
determination.” 

 

 

 

 

Part of the Kingdom of Denmark 
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Constitutional status 

Internally: wide degree of autonomy 

Only five areas of competence cannot be 
taken over: the Constitution; Nationality, 
Supreme Court; Foreign, defence and 
security policy; Currency and monetary 
policy 

 

Yet in matters of foreign policy, the 
Greenlandic Government has been given 
a parallel competence, to a degree 

 

Externally: territorial reservations (also 
EU) 

 

Division of competence 

7 



Constitutional status 

Taken over as from 1 January 2010 

According to preparatory work: ”Once 
mineral resources has been taken over, 
Greenland will enjoy the property right to 
dispose over and exploit the mineral 
resources in the Greenlandic subsoil. The 
State will, however, continue to have 
sovereignty over Greenland.” 

Block grant from Denmark to Greenland 
to be reduced by half of the revenues 

 

Recent debate in relation to uranium: 
what constitutes foreign or security policy 

Treaty-making? 

Export control? 

Exchanges with the IAEA? 

 

Mineral resources 
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A view from Greenland Minerals & Energy Ltd 

Greenland as the gateway to the Arctic? 
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Map of existing licences 

Greenland – the real thing 
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Greenland Government view, March 2014 

Mining projects  
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London Mining view 

Iron project (Isukasia)  
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London Mining half year report 2014 

Iron project (Isukasia) 
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Cairn Energy half year report 2010 

 

Oil exploration 
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Cairn Energy half year report 2014 

 

Oil exploration 
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“Any decision to be made at the discretion or the order of the Government of Greenland, 
including the MRA, or other Greenland or Danish authorities according to applicable law, 
see section 32.01, or to the Licence cannot be submitted to arbitration. Any dispute 
regarding such a decision shall be brought before and decided by the Greenland and 
Danish courts with jurisdiction in Nuuk, Greenland. The said courts shall have exclusive 
jurisdiction. A decision by such a court may be appealed according to the rules thereon.” 

 

“Any other dispute between the Government of Greenland, including the MRA, and the 
licensee arising out of or in relation to the Licence or activities under the Licence shall be 
decided finally and conclusively by an arbitration tribunal pursuant to sections 
33.03-33.08.” 

 

 

 

 

Article 33 on Jurisdiction and Arbitration 

Model license proposed for Licensing Round 2016  
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“Subject to sections 32.01 and 33.04-33.08, the arbitration tribunal shall apply Greenland 
law to decide any procedural matter relating to the arbitration proceedings.” 

 

 “The arbitration tribunal shall sit in Nuuk, Greenland.”  

 

 “The arbitration tribunal shall consist of three members (arbitrators). The president and 
the two other members of the arbitration tribunal shall hold Danish law degrees and 
shall be Danish subjects.” 

 

“The Government of Greenland and the licensee shall each appoint one member 
(arbitrator). If the Government of Greenland or the licensee has not appointed its member 
within 30 days of the other party appointing its member, then the President of the 
Danish Supreme Court shall appoint that member. The Government of Greenland and 
the licensee shall jointly appoint the president of the arbitration tribunal. If the parties fail 
to reach an agreement on the appointment of the president of the arbitration tribunal 
within 60 days of a party proposing a person for president of the arbitration tribunal, then 
the President of the Danish Supreme Court shall appoint the president of the arbitration 
tribunal.”  

 

Article 33 on Jurisdiction and Arbitration 

Model license proposed for Licensing Round 2016  
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